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Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, known for her impeccable style and
unwavering grace, was also a passionate bibliophile and an ardent
supporter of the literary arts. Throughout her life, she cultivated a profound
love for literature that shaped her personal journey and left an enduring
mark on American culture.

A Lifetime of Literary Pursuits

Born into a family of avid readers, Jacqueline Bouvier inherited a deep
appreciation for books from an early age. As a young girl, she spent
countless hours lost in the pages of classic novels and poetry. Her passion
for reading only intensified as she grew older, and she became known for
her voracious appetite for knowledge and her ability to engage in insightful
literary discussions.
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In 1953, Jacqueline married John F. Kennedy, a fellow lover of books.
Together, they shared a love of literature and often spent evenings reading
and discussing their favorite authors. As First Lady, Jacqueline Kennedy
Onassis used her platform to promote literacy and the arts, hosting literary
events at the White House and supporting various literary organizations.

A Patron of the Arts
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Beyond her personal enjoyment of literature, Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis
became a dedicated patron of the arts. She established the White House
Historical Association, which continues to preserve and interpret the history
of the White House and its occupants. She also played a pivotal role in the
creation of the Folger Shakespeare Library, a world-renowned center for
Shakespearean scholarship and performance.

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis's support for the literary arts extended to
individual writers and artists as well. She maintained close friendships with
renowned authors such as Gore Vidal, Truman Capote, and Norman
Mailer. Her enthusiastic endorsements and generous contributions helped
to elevate the careers of many promising writers.

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis and Truman Capote were close friends and literary
confidants.
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Her Enduring Influence

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis's legacy as a literary icon endures long after
her passing. Her love for books and her unwavering commitment to the arts
continue to inspire generations of readers and writers alike. Her personal
library, which contained over 1,000 volumes, is now housed at the John F.
Kennedy Library and Museum, where it serves as a testament to her
literary passion.

The Literary Life of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, a captivating biography
by historian Sarah Bradford, provides an in-depth exploration of her literary
journey. Through meticulous research and exclusive interviews, Bradford
paints a vivid portrait of a woman who found solace, inspiration, and
personal fulfillment in the written word.



Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis was more than just a stylish icon and a
political figure. She was a woman of substance who possessed an
insatiable thirst for knowledge and a deep appreciation for the
transformative power of literature. Her literary legacy continues to inspire
and enrich our cultural landscape, reminding us of the enduring power of
the written word.
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