
"Radical Fighting": A Call to Put Students
First in a Broken Education System
In her powerful and eye-opening book, "Radical Fighting: Unleashing the
Power of Students to Change the World," author and former
Superintendent of Public Instruction Denise Juneau exposes the deep-
rooted flaws in our education system and offers a bold plan for change that
puts students first.
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Drawing on her own experiences as an educator and leader, Juneau
argues that our current system is failing our students, particularly those
from marginalized communities. She points to the systemic racism, poverty,
and inequality that permeate our schools and the devastating impact they
have on student outcomes.

"Radical Fighting" is a call to action for educators, parents, and community
members to demand better for our students. Juneau outlines a
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comprehensive plan that would transform our education system into one
that is truly equitable and just, giving all students the opportunity to
succeed.

The Flaws of Our Current Education System

Juneau begins by dissecting the many flaws of our current education
system. She highlights the overreliance on standardized testing, the
funding inequities that plague our schools, and the lack of support for
teachers and students alike.

She argues that our obsession with standardized testing has narrowed the
curriculum and forced teachers to "teach to the test" rather than focusing
on what students need to know and be able to do.

Juneau also points to the glaring funding inequities that exist between
schools in wealthy and poor communities. These inequities result in
students from low-income families having access to fewer resources and
opportunities than their more affluent peers.

Finally, Juneau argues that our education system is failing to provide
adequate support for teachers and students. Teachers are often
overworked and underpaid, and they lack the resources they need to be
effective. Students, particularly those from marginalized communities, often
face significant barriers to success, such as poverty, homelessness, and
trauma.

A Bold Plan for Change

In the second half of "Radical Fighting," Juneau outlines a bold plan for
change that would transform our education system into one that is truly



equitable and just. She calls for a student-centered approach to education
that focuses on the individual needs of each student.

Juneau also advocates for increased funding for public schools, particularly
those in low-income communities. She believes that all students deserve
access to high-quality education, regardless of their zip code.

Finally, Juneau calls for a renewed focus on supporting teachers and
students. She believes that teachers need to be given the resources and
support they need to be successful and that students need to be provided
with the wraparound services they need to overcome the challenges they
face outside of school.

"Radical Fighting" is a powerful and inspiring call to action for anyone who
cares about the future of our children. Juneau's bold plan for change is
ambitious, but it is also essential. If we want to create a more just and
equitable society, we must start by investing in our children and giving them
the education they deserve.

To learn more about "Radical Fighting" and the movement to put students
first, visit denisejuneau.com.
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