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In his groundbreaking book, Our History Is the Future: Standing Rock
Versus the Dakota Access Pipeline, and the Long Tradition of Indigenous
Resistance, Nick Estes weaves together a powerful narrative that
challenges conventional understandings of Indigenous history and offers a
compelling vision for a more just and sustainable future.

Estes, a citizen of the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe, draws upon his own
experiences and the voices of Indigenous activists, scholars, and
community members to provide a nuanced and insightful analysis of the
Standing Rock resistance movement against the Dakota Access Pipeline
(DAPL). This movement, which brought together Indigenous peoples from
across the globe, stands as a testament to the resilience and determination
of Indigenous communities in the face of ongoing colonialism and
environmental degradation.

A History of Indigenous Resistance

Estes argues that Indigenous resistance is not a new phenomenon, but
rather a long and enduring tradition that has shaped the course of
American history. From the first encounters between Europeans and
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Indigenous peoples to the present day, Indigenous communities have
fought tirelessly to protect their lands, cultures, and ways of life.

Estes provides numerous examples of Indigenous resistance throughout
history, including the Pequot War, the Seminole Wars, the Nez Perce War,
and the Wounded Knee Massacre. He also highlights the role of
Indigenous women in these struggles, such as the Lakota leader
Tȟatȟáŋka Íyotake (Sitting Bull) and the Apache leader Lozen.

The Standing Rock Resistance Movement

The Standing Rock resistance movement against the DAPL is a powerful
example of contemporary Indigenous resistance. This movement, which
began in 2016, brought together thousands of Indigenous people from
across the globe to stand against the construction of an oil pipeline that
threatened their water, land, and cultural heritage.

Estes provides a detailed account of the Standing Rock resistance
movement, from its origins to its eventual success in stopping the
construction of the DAPL. He highlights the role of social media, grassroots
organizing, and international solidarity in the movement's success.

Indigenous Knowledge and the Future

Estes argues that Indigenous knowledge is essential for shaping a more
just and sustainable future. He draws upon Indigenous teachings about the
interconnectedness of all living things, the importance of reciprocity, and
the need for humility.

Estes believes that Indigenous knowledge can help us to address some of
the most pressing challenges facing our world today, such as climate



change, economic inequality, and social injustice. He calls for a future in
which Indigenous voices are respected and Indigenous knowledge is
valued.

Our History Is the Future is a powerful and inspiring book that challenges
conventional understandings of Indigenous history and offers a compelling
vision for a more just and sustainable future. Estes' work is a must-read for
anyone interested in Indigenous rights, environmental justice, or the future
of our planet.
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