
Nuclear Proliferation, Global Insecurity, and
the Rise and Fall of the Khan
In the shadow of global political turmoil, the issue of nuclear proliferation
looms large, threatening to plunge the world into a state of unimaginable
crisis. A riveting and thoroughly researched book by Gordon Corera,
"Nuclear Proliferation: Global Insecurity and the Rise and Fall of the Khan,"
delves into this pressing concern, unveiling the intricate web of international
relations, geopolitical tensions, and the rise and fall of the infamous A.Q.
Khan.

The Perils of Nuclear Proliferation

Nuclear proliferation, the spread of nuclear weapons and technology
beyond the established nuclear powers, poses an unparalleled threat to
global security. Corera meticulously explores the motivations behind
nuclear proliferation, including the desire for national security, geopolitical
influence, and the quest for weapons of mass destruction. He delves into
the historical context, tracing the evolution of nuclear technology and the
spread of nuclear weapons during the Cold War era.
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The author presents a sobering assessment of the consequences of
nuclear proliferation, highlighting the potential for nuclear war, nuclear
terrorism, and the destabilization of regional and global security. Corera
argues that the spread of nuclear weapons erodes the nuclear non-
proliferation regime, undermines international law, and increases the risk of
nuclear accidents and inadvertent escalation.

The Rise and Fall of A.Q. Khan

At the heart of Corera's narrative lies the enigmatic figure of A.Q. Khan, the
Pakistani nuclear scientist who played a pivotal role in the global nuclear
black market. Khan's involvement in nuclear proliferation, from his early
work in Pakistan's nuclear program to his clandestine nuclear trade
network, reads like a thrilling espionage novel.

Corera meticulously reconstructs Khan's rise to prominence, exploring his
scientific brilliance, his connections within the Pakistani military and
intelligence establishment, and his motivations for engaging in nuclear
proliferation. The author draws on extensive research, including interviews
with key players and access to classified documents, to provide a
comprehensive account of Khan's activities.

However, Corera also examines Khan's fall from grace, detailing his arrest,
trial, and eventual imprisonment. The author analyzes the factors that led to
Khan's downfall, including international pressure, the dismantling of his
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nuclear trade network, and the changing geopolitical landscape following
the 9/11 attacks.

Lessons from the Khan Case

The book goes beyond the story of A.Q. Khan to draw broader lessons
about the challenges of nuclear non-proliferation. Corera argues that the
Khan case highlights the need for stronger international cooperation,
improved export controls, and more effective safeguards to prevent nuclear
materials and technology from falling into the wrong hands.

The author also emphasizes the importance of addressing the underlying
causes of nuclear proliferation, such as geopolitical tensions, regional
instability, and the desire for national security. Corera proposes a
comprehensive approach that combines diplomatic efforts, economic
assistance, and the promotion of nuclear disarmament to reduce the risk of
nuclear proliferation.

"Nuclear Proliferation: Global Insecurity and the Rise and Fall of the Khan"
is an essential read for anyone concerned about the grave threats posed
by nuclear proliferation. Gordon Corera's meticulously researched and
engagingly written book provides a comprehensive analysis of this complex
issue, offering valuable insights into the motivations behind nuclear
proliferation, the rise and fall of A.Q. Khan, and the lessons learned from
the Khan case.

Corera's work is a timely and thought-provoking contribution to the ongoing
global debate on nuclear non-proliferation. By shedding light on the
complexities of this issue, he urges policymakers, international
organizations, and the general public to redouble their efforts to prevent the



spread of nuclear weapons and ensure a safer and more secure future for
all.
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