
Demystifying QTR: A Comprehensive Guide
for Photographers and Printmakers
What is QTR?

Quarantine Transfer Reduction (QTR) is a groundbreaking technique that
allows photographers and printmakers to transfer images onto a variety of
surfaces, including metal, glass, wood, and even fabric. It combines the
principles of photogravure and digital printing, creating unique and stunning
works of art.
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History of QTR

QTR was first developed in the early 1990s by photographer and
printmaker Susan Lazzarini. Inspired by the traditional intaglio printing
process, she experimented with alternative methods of image transfer. Her
innovative approach led to the creation of QTR, which has since gained
widespread recognition in the art world.

Principles of QTR

The QTR process involves several key steps:

Digital Negative Creation: A digital negative is created using a
computer and graphics software. This negative contains the desired
image to be transferred.
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Image Transfer: The digital negative is placed in contact with a
photosensitive surface, such as a metal plate. Ultraviolet light is then
used to expose the surface, transferring the image onto it.

Development and Etching: The exposed surface is developed in a
chemical solution, which removes the unexposed areas, leaving a
raised image.

Inking and Printing: The raised image is inked and then transferred
onto paper or another substrate using a printing press.

Contemporary Practices in QTR

Contemporary artists have embraced QTR as a versatile and innovative
medium for artistic expression. They have pushed the boundaries of the
technique, experimenting with different materials, applications, and artistic
styles:

Multi-Layer Printing: Using multiple digital negatives, artists can
create complex and layered images by printing them on top of each
other.

Alternative Surfaces: QTR can be used to transfer images onto a
wide range of surfaces beyond paper, including metal, glass, wood,
and even fabric, expanding the possibilities for artistic expression.

Digital Manipulation: Digital negative creation allows for extensive
image manipulation, enabling artists to manipulate and enhance their
images before transferring them.

Mixed Media: QTR can be combined with other artistic techniques,
such as painting and drawing, to create unique and multi-dimensional
artworks.



Practical Applications of QTR

QTR has numerous practical applications in the fields of photography and
printmaking, including:

Limited Edition Prints: QTR enables artists to create high-quality,
limited edition prints of their photographs and artworks.

Fine Art Reproductions: QTR can be used to create accurate
reproductions of historical and contemporary artworks, preserving their
legacy.

Photogravure: QTR is a modern alternative to traditional
photogravure, allowing photographers to create stunning and durable
photogravure prints.

Archival Inkjet Printing: QTR can be combined with archival inkjet
printing to produce long-lasting and high-quality digital prints.

Demystifying QTR provides a comprehensive overview of this
transformative technique, empowering photographers and printmakers to
embrace its innovative possibilities. Through a deep dive into its history,
principles, contemporary practices, and practical applications, this guide
enables artists to unlock their creativity and create stunning works of art
that transcend traditional boundaries.
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