
Crossings: Extraordinary Structures For
Extraordinary Animals
Animals have been crossing roads and other human-made barriers for
centuries. But as our infrastructure has expanded, so too has the danger to
wildlife. Every year, millions of animals are killed on roads, and many more
are injured or displaced.
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Crossings are structures that allow animals to safely cross roads and other
barriers. They can be as simple as a culvert or as complex as a multi-level
bridge. But no matter how they are designed, crossings are essential for
keeping wildlife safe and connected.

The book Crossings: Extraordinary Structures For Extraordinary Animals
explores the fascinating world of animal crossings. From the simple to the
complex, these structures are essential for animals to move safely and
efficiently through their environment. The book is beautifully illustrated with
photographs and drawings, and it is written in a clear and accessible style
that will appeal to readers of all ages.
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The Importance of Crossings

Crossings are essential for wildlife for a number of reasons. First, they
allow animals to move safely across roads and other barriers. This is
important for animals that need to access food, water, shelter, and mates.
Second, crossings help to maintain genetic diversity by allowing animals to
move between different populations. This is important for the long-term
survival of species.

Third, crossings can help to reduce the number of animal-vehicle collisions.
This is important for both animals and humans. Animal-vehicle collisions
can cause serious injuries or death to animals, and they can also damage
vehicles and cause accidents.

The Different Types of Crossings

There are many different types of crossings, each designed to meet the
specific needs of different animals. Some of the most common types of
crossings include:

Culverts: Culverts are simple crossings that allow animals to pass
under roads or other barriers. Culverts are typically made of concrete
or metal, and they can be either round or square.

Bridges: Bridges are crossings that allow animals to pass over roads
or other barriers. Bridges can be made of a variety of materials,
including wood, concrete, and steel.

Green bridges: Green bridges are crossings that are designed to look
like natural habitat. Green bridges are often planted with trees and
shrubs, and they may also include features such as ponds or streams.



Ecoducts: Ecoducts are crossings that are designed to be as wide as
possible, allowing animals to move freely across them. Ecoducts are
often used in areas where there is a lot of traffic, and they can be very
effective at reducing animal-vehicle collisions.

Wildlife tunnels: Wildlife tunnels are crossings that allow animals to
pass under roads or other barriers. Wildlife tunnels are typically made
of concrete or metal, and they are often designed to be dark and quiet,
which can help to reduce stress in animals.

Wildlife underpasses: Wildlife underpasses are crossings that allow
animals to pass under roads or other barriers. Wildlife underpasses
are typically made of concrete or metal, and they are often designed to
be wide enough to accommodate large animals, such as deer and elk.

The Benefits of Crossings

Crossings provide a number of benefits for wildlife, including:

Increased safety: Crossings allow animals to cross roads and other
barriers safely, reducing the risk of injury or death.

Improved access to food, water, shelter, and mates: Crossings allow
animals to move more freely through their environment, giving them
access to the resources they need to survive and reproduce.

Maintained genetic diversity: Crossings allow animals to move
between different populations, which is important for the long-term
survival of species.

Reduced animal-vehicle collisions: Crossings can help to reduce the
number of animal-vehicle collisions, which is important for both
animals and humans.



The Future of Crossings

The future of crossings is bright. As our understanding of the importance of
crossings grows, more and more communities are investing in building and
maintaining these structures. In the future, crossings will become an
essential part of our infrastructure, helping to protect wildlife and keep our
roads safe.

Crossings are essential for wildlife. They allow animals to move safely and
efficiently through their environment, and they help to maintain genetic
diversity and reduce animal-vehicle collisions. As our understanding of the
importance of crossings grows, more and more communities are investing
in building and maintaining these structures. In the future, crossings will
become an essential part of our infrastructure, helping to protect wildlife
and keep our roads safe.

Learn more about crossings

Donate to support the construction of crossings
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