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In her groundbreaking book, Capitalism and Environmental Collapse, Lisa
Gardner argues that the current economic system is unsustainable and is
leading to the destruction of the planet. Gardner provides a comprehensive
overview of the environmental problems facing the world, including climate
change, pollution, and deforestation. She also examines the role of
capitalism in creating these problems and argues that it is impossible to
solve them within the current economic system.

The Environmental Crisis

The environmental crisis is one of the most pressing issues facing
humanity today. Climate change, pollution, and deforestation are all major
threats to the planet and to our way of life. Climate change is causing sea
levels to rise, which is threatening coastal communities and ecosystems.
Pollution is contaminating our air, water, and soil, and is harming our
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health. Deforestation is destroying forests, which are essential for
regulating the climate and providing habitat for wildlife.

These are just a few of the environmental problems that we are facing. The
good news is that we still have time to act. But we need to act now. We
need to transition to a sustainable economic system that is not based on
the destruction of the planet.

The Role of Capitalism

Capitalism is an economic system based on the private ownership of
property and the pursuit of profit. It is a system that has been very
successful in creating wealth, but it has also created a number of problems,
including the environmental crisis.

Capitalism encourages the consumption of resources, which leads to
pollution and waste. It also encourages the exploitation of workers, which
leads to poverty and inequality. And it encourages the pursuit of profit
above all else, which leads to the destruction of the environment.

It is impossible to solve the environmental crisis without addressing the role
of capitalism. We need to transition to a sustainable economic system that
is based on the principles of equity, sustainability, and democracy.

The Solution

The solution to the environmental crisis is to transition to a sustainable
economic system. This is a system that is based on the principles of equity,
sustainability, and democracy.



An equitable economic system is one that distributes resources fairly and
ensures that everyone has a decent standard of living. A sustainable
economic system is one that does not damage the environment and can be
maintained over the long term. A democratic economic system is one that is
controlled by the people, not by corporations or the government.

There are many different ways to transition to a sustainable economic
system. Some of the most important include:

Investing in renewable energy

Improving public transportation

Reducing our consumption of resources

Supporting local businesses

Getting involved in politics

Transitioning to a sustainable economic system will not be easy, but it is
essential for the future of the planet. We need to act now to create a better
future for ourselves and for generations to come.

Capitalism and Environmental Collapse is a powerful indictment of the
current economic system and a call to action for a sustainable future.
Gardner provides a clear and concise overview of the environmental
problems facing the world and the role of capitalism in creating these
problems. She also offers a number of solutions that we can implement to
transition to a sustainable economic system.

This book is essential reading for anyone who is concerned about the
future of the planet. It is a must-read for activists, policymakers, and



anyone who wants to understand the root causes of the environmental
crisis.
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