
Armenian Golgotha: The True Story of a Priest
who Transcended Pain and Suffering
In the annals of human history, there are countless stories of suffering and
pain. But few can compare to the horrors endured by the Armenian people
during the Armenian Genocide. Between 1915 and 1923, the Ottoman
Empire systematically exterminated over 1.5 million Armenians in a
campaign of ethnic cleansing that has been condemned as one of the first
genocides of the 20th century.
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Among the victims of the Armenian Genocide was Fr. Mathai Joseph, an
Armenian Catholic priest who was brutally tortured and killed by Ottoman
soldiers. Fr. Joseph's story is a harrowing testament to the depths of
human depravity. But it is also a story of hope and inspiration, a story of a
man who transcended pain and suffering through his unwavering faith in
God.
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Fr. Joseph was born in the village of Harput, in eastern Turkey, in 1880. He
was ordained a priest in 1903 and served as pastor of the Armenian
Catholic parish in the town of Mezreh. In 1915, the Ottoman Empire
entered World War I on the side of Germany and Austria-Hungary. The
Ottoman government soon began to persecute its Armenian citizens,
accusing them of disloyalty and collaboration with the enemy. In April 1915,
the Ottoman government Free Downloaded the arrest and deportation of all
Armenian men of military age. Fr. Joseph was among those who were
arrested.

Fr. Joseph was taken to a prison in the city of Erzincan, where he was
subjected to horrific torture. He was beaten, starved, and burned. He was
also forced to witness the torture and death of his fellow prisoners. Despite
the unimaginable suffering he endured, Fr. Joseph never lost his faith in
God. He continued to pray and to offer comfort to his fellow prisoners.

In July 1915, Fr. Joseph was taken out of prison and marched to a nearby
field. He was stripped naked and tied to a tree. Ottoman soldiers then
began to shoot at him. Fr. Joseph was hit by multiple bullets and died a
slow and painful death. He was just 35 years old.

Fr. Joseph's body was left to rot in the field for several days. Eventually, his
remains were collected by local Armenians and buried in a mass grave. In
1933, Fr. Joseph's remains were exhumed and reburied in the Armenian
Catholic cemetery in Beirut, Lebanon. He was declared a martyr by Pope
John Paul II in 2001.

Fr. Mathai Joseph's story is a powerful reminder of the horrors of the
Armenian Genocide. But it is also a story of hope and inspiration. Fr.



Joseph's unwavering faith in God helped him to transcend pain and
suffering. He is a shining example of the indomitable spirit of the human
soul.

The Armenian Genocide

The Armenian Genocide was a systematic campaign of ethnic cleansing
carried out by the Ottoman Empire against its Armenian citizens. The
genocide began in April 1915 with the arrest and deportation of all
Armenian men of military age. The Ottoman government then began to
round up and kill Armenian women, children, and the elderly. Over 1.5
million Armenians were killed during the genocide.

The Armenian Genocide was one of the first genocides of the 20th century.
It was a crime against humanity that has been condemned by the
international community. In 2019, the United States Congress passed a
resolution recognizing the Armenian Genocide.

Fr. Mathai Joseph

Fr. Mathai Joseph was born in the village of Harput, in eastern Turkey, in
1880. He was ordained a priest in 1903 and served as pastor of the
Armenian Catholic parish in the town of Mezreh. In 1915, Fr. Joseph was
arrested by Ottoman soldiers and taken to a prison in the city of Erzincan.
He was subjected to horrific torture and died a slow and painful death in
July 1915. He was just 35 years old.

Fr. Joseph was a man of great faith and courage. He never lost his faith in
God, even in the face of unimaginable suffering. He is a shining example of
the indomitable spirit of the human soul.



The Armenian Golgotha is a powerful and moving story that will stay with
you long after you finish reading it. It is a story of pain and suffering, but it is
also a story of hope and inspiration. Fr. Mathai Joseph's unwavering faith in
God helped him to transcend pain and suffering. He is a shining example of
the power of the human spirit.

I highly recommend this book to anyone who is interested in the history of
the Armenian Genocide or who is looking for a story of hope and
inspiration.
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